WELCOME

Welcome to your school. At Hill Elementary, excellence
is a 48-year tradition.

TEXAS COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
LAW (CHAPTER 25 OF THE TEXAS EDUCATION
CODE) AND AISD BOARD POLICY

The academic success of every student at Hill is important
to us. Daily school attendance and arrival on time are
critical to this success and should be the goal of every
parent/guardian and child. It is the responsibility of the
parent/guardian to monitor their child’s attendance, require
them to attend school, arrive by 7:45 AM, and stay through
3:00 PM. Students must be with their teacher when the
bell rings at 7:45. Students who arrive after 10:00 AM are
considered absent for the day. According to the Texas
Compulsory School Attendance law, AISD may file a
complaint against the parent/guardian in a justice court if a
student is absent or arrives late without a written excuse on
3 or more days or parts of days within a four-week period.
We must file a complaint against the parent/guardian in a
justice court if a student is absent or late without a written
excuse on 10 or more days or parts of days within a six-
month period in the same school year. Parents/quardians
must present a note to the office explaining their child’s
absence or tardiness for any portion of a school day.
Students/parents are expected to provide written
documentation for each absence within 48 hours after
the student returns to school. When a student has an
appointment with a health care professional, a note from
the health care professional should be presented to the
office upon the student’s return to school.

We follow district guidelines pertaining to tardy students,
including those who come to school late and those who
leave early. Send a note to the office to explain absences
and tardiness when returning to school, or send an email to
the attendance specialist at hill@austinisd.org.

Teachers need at least 24 hours notice to prepare
makeup work.

Religious Holy Days--According to the State Board of
Education, students shall be excused from attending school
for the purpose of observing religious holy days when it is
a tenet of their faith that they must be absent from school
during such time, provided a note is sent by the parent or
guardian, upon the child’s return to school. This statement
includes all religious affiliations. Students will be counted
in attendance if required make-up work is completed
satisfactorily.

Religious Matters Policy—All students and staff members
are expected to be tolerant and aware of each other’s
religious views. Therefore, no particular religious belief or
non-belief will be promoted or endorsed by the school or its
employees, and none should be disparaged. Students and
staff may request to be excused from participating in
practices which are contrary to their religious beliefs in
accordance with AISD policy. As religion is one aspect of
any cultural heritage, and as Hill School has committed to
providing a fully-rounded education, it recognizes that one

of its educational goals is to advance the students’
knowledge and appreciation of the role that religious
heritage has played in the social, cultural, and historical
development of civilization, in an age-appropriate manner.

CELEBRATIONS/INVITATIONS/PARTIES

A.1.S.D. policy does not allow individual birthdays to be
celebrated at school. Birthdays are acknowledged each
Wednesday at our morning assembly. Parents are asked
not to send or bring gifts, balloons, or flowers to students at
school. Items sent to a student for celebration will be
kept in the office for pick-up at the end of the school
day. Teachers may provide ways to recognize individual
children in the classroom on their birthdays. A.L.S.D.
policy also does not allow individual party invitations to be
distributed at school unless every child in the room receives
one. Two classroom parties are allowed by AISD policy
per year. Hill has chosen to have a Winter Party and a
Valentine Party. Parents are asked to follow the teachers
and school policy regarding nutritional requirements for
food and decorations. Balloons shall not be part of the
décor for the safety of all involved.

CAFETERIA
Breakfast $1.50 Adult breakfast $2.25
Lunch $2.90 Adult lunch $3.75
Weekly $14.50

Additional milk $0.75/juice$0.65

Breakfast - For students who arrive before 7:40 AM.

Lunch - Lunch may be purchased on a daily basis. A
student’s lunch money account may be replenished on a
daily, weekly, or monthly basis. Only cash is accepted in
the cafeteria. Checks will not be accepted. Parents may
also use www.schoolcafe.com to purchase lunches with a
credit card. Additional milk, juice, or snacks may be
purchased in the cafeteria. Do not send soft drinks or gum
in your child’s lunch. We expect children will:

+ Talk quietly with their neighbors.

¢ Remain seated.

¢ Raise hand for assistance.

¢ Leave the table and surrounding area clean.

+ Be respectful to lunch monitors.

CHILD CARE INFORMATION

Hill School provides a small after school Child Care
Program. Please call Mrs. Chu, (512) 414-4265, for more
information. The names and phone numbers of other child
care programs in the area are available at
hillelementary.com

DAILY SCHEDULE

7:35a.m. Assembly in the cafeteria

7:45 a.m. Classes begin
Students arriving after this time must
come to the office for a tardy slip.

3:00 p.m. Dismissal time for all students

The 7:35 a.m. assembly is a lively Hill tradition. It’s a
cozy, friendly way for each child to start the day. Students
are seated with their class in the same location in the
cafeteria every day. Please see to it that your child attends
this celebration of learning.



DISCIPLINE

Appropriate behavior is taught and expected. Respect lies at
the heart of each school rule and expectation. Please refer to
the AISD Student Code of Conduct for more details.

Hill is a TRIBES school, which values and appreciates
diversity and inclusiveness. Students, staff and parents follow
the Hill Agreements as our school code of behavior.

| will respect myself...others...property.

EMERGENCY CARE INFORMATION

It is essential that the school have current home, work, and
emergency numbers for each child. If a child is sick or
hurt, we need to be able to contact a parent immediately.
Help us keep these names and numbers up to date by
emailing the school office at hill@austinisd.org with any
changes or updates.

DRESS CODE |

Students are required to dress appropriately for active learning
and play. Hill will follow the AISD dress code. Specific
guidelines will be shared in grade level communications.

LOST OR FOUND |

Items are placed in the “Lost and Found” in the South/Gym
hallway. Children and parents are encouraged to regularly
check for items that are lost. Unclaimed items will be donated
at the end of each semester.

MEDICATION |

In order for A.L.S.D. staff to administer medication, a parent
must sign a Request for Administration of Medication by
School Personnel form. Obtain these forms from the school
office. All medication must be in the original container clearly
showing the student’s name. Students are responsible for
coming to the office to take medication. Over-the-counter
medication can be left on campus with parent authorization for
two weeks only. If an OTC medication is needed beyond two
weeks, a physician’s note is required.

| PARENT INVOLVEMENT/PARENT CONNECTION |

Here are some ways parents support learning:

Join and participate in PTA.

Volunteer in a classroom.

Eat lunch with your child.

Check the Wednesday folder every week.

Visit www.hillelementary.com regularly.

Subscribe to the weekly eNewsletter, The Dillo Details, as
this is the primary source for school news and
information.

+ Follow Hill on Facebook and Twitter.
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SCHOOL MESSENGER |

Parents will receive an automated phone call from the District
should your student be reported as not in school on any given
school day. This may occur even if you have called the school
office or the teacher. The District requires a written note from
the parent or medical practitioner to substantiate or clear any
absence.

STUDENT SAFETY |

Students depend on adults for safety. Please. . .
& Stop at crosswalks.
¢ Follow the ONE-WAY signs.

¢ Obey safety patrols.

¢ Follow posted speed limit in school zones.

¢ Do not use cell phones in the car line.

Also, please be aware that all doors will be locked during the
school day, including the front door. A doorbell with
intercom/phone capability and a camera has been installed at
the front door. The bell rings in the office; we will admit you
into the building. The front door will be unlocked during
arrival time in the morning and at 3:00 p.m. for dismissal.

Hill uses the district mandated identification system, requiring
parents/visitors to have their driver’s license available when
entering the building. All parents/visitors must report directly
to the office to obtain a picture name-tag by enrolling their
driver’s license into the system.

STUDENT SEARCHES AND SEIZURES

Purses and backpacks: Student purses and backpacks brought
to school are subject to reasonable search by a school official
(teacher, principal, assistant principal) when he or she has
established reasonable cause to believe the student is violating
or has violated a student code of conduct rule, school rule or
law. New Jersey v. T. L. O., 469 U. S. 325 (1985); Coffman v.
State, 782 S.W.2d 249 (Tex. App. — Houston (14" Dist.) 1989).
Parents should remind students not to bring items to school
that are in violation of the AISD Student Code of Conduct
(guns, knives, weapons, drugs, etc.).

School desks: School desks are school property and may be
searched for contraband, overdue or missing books, stolen
items, and spoiled food. As these are school property, the
student and parent are on notice that there is a diminished
expectation of privacy in the use of the desks. Highly
valuable items and those with sentimental value should
remain at home, as the school is not responsible for the loss
or theft of such items. Any contraband found in plain sight
will be confiscated and the student may be subject to
disciplinary action.

TELEPHONE

The school telephones are considered business phones.
Students may use the phone only for an emergency. Make
social arrangements prior to coming to school. Elementary
students may possess paging devices and cell phones, as
defined by law and this policy, while on school property or
while attending school-sponsored or school-related activities
on or off school property. However, phones and other
electronic devices must be turned off and kept out of sight at
all times while on school property. Elementary students who
violate policy may be subject to disciplinary measures.
District employees may confiscate any cell/paging devices,
iPods, cameras, or electronic gaming devices found on school
property that causes a distraction to other students. The
parent/guardian must pick up the confiscated cell/paging
device and a $15 administrative fee may be charged.

TRANSPORTATION

Riding the bus is a privilege, not a right. Children are
responsible for their behavior on the bus. Students must
remain in their seats while on the bus. In case of hazardous
weather, listen to local radio stations for school closings and
bus information.




HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

A Recognized School of Excellence

PARENT HANDBOOK

[insert artwork here]

2018-2019

Hill School Agreements:
1. Attentive Listening
2. Mutual Respect
3. Appreciations/No Put Downs
4. Right to Participate
5. Dillo Best

Learning Is For Life




Additional Parent Parking Information: Parking at Hill is very limited. Please do not park in the staff
parking areas during school hours. Parents may use the designated visitor spots in in the circle drive. All other
parking spaces, including the entire north and south lots, are for staff. Parents may park on the street. However,
please do not block neighbors’ driveways or mailboxes, and follow the instructions on the posted signs for
parking hours and restrictions.

End of Day Dismissal Procedure
If picking up your child from school at the end of the school day, please drive through the front circle drive
where your child will be waiting. To pick up students inside the school, parents will be let in for dismissal
beginning at 3:00, and must proceed to the gym to meet their child(ren). Please do not congregate by the
Yellow Brick Wall, in the front hallway, outside classrooms, or outside the office to wait for the 3:00 bell.

Austin Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex,
disability, or English language skills in its programs and activities.

Hill Elementary School believes all students should receive an education in an environment free from bullying
or harassment of any other form. Hill School is committed to creating a safe, healthy learning environment for
all students that encourages respect, dignity, and equality among students. Thus, bullying or harassment of
students, teachers, and staff will not be tolerated at school or school-sponsored or school-related activities such
as field trips or special events where the student is under the control of the school.

Austin 1.S.D. encourages parent and student support in its efforts to address and prevent bullying or harassment
in the public schools. Students and/or parents are encouraged to discuss their questions or concerns about this
area with a teacher, counselor, or principal.

Hill follows the No Place for Hate guidelines.

Hill Elementary School is sensitive to the needs of food allergic individuals.
Please confer with your homeroom teacher regarding any dietary restrictions before sending
food items to school. Also, parents may not provide food to any children other than their own.

No animals, except those used in the instructional program or those used by persons as
seeing-eye dogs or handicapped accessibility dogs, shall be allowed in District facilities.
Any dog on an AISD campus or in a District facility must be on a leash.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Hill School 512-414-2369 AISD Main Switchboard 512-414-1700
Hill School Fax Number 512-841-8105 North Bus Terminal 512-414-6520

HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
8601 Tallwood
Austin, Texas 78759

District website: www.austinisd.org PTA/Campus Website: www.hillelementary.com

www.facebook.com/hillelementary www.twitter.com/hillelementary




Arrival/Dismissal Plan for the 2018-19 School Year

Our goal, first and foremost, is safety for all students, staff, and parents. Please do your Dillo best to follow the
plan, obey the traffic signs and directions given by staff members present at the drive-through line. Be patient
as we strive to make the line move not only more smoothly, but also more quickly, both morning and afternoon.

Safety Patrol members will open car doors all the way down the line, allowing for quicker, safer drop off for
your child in the mornings. Adults will be present, as well, to direct students into the building.

Buses ONLY are allowed in the back driveway of the school.

Students may be dropped off ONLY in the following areas:
e The front circle drive
e On Tallwood between Cima Serena and the circle drive
e On Cima Serena beyond the stairs, ONLY when the carline is backed up to that point

Students may NOT be dropped off:
e In the north and south parking lots
e On Robbie Drive
e On Cima Serena before the playground stairs (no supervision there)

Walking School Bus:
e Parents may avoid the car line by dropping their students off in the parking lot at Hillcrest
Church. Hill PE teachers will greet them there and provide activities for the children until it is
time to walk together as a group from there to Hill.

SEE THE TRAFFIC PLAN MAP ON THE BACK OF THIS SHEET!
As always, please be mindful of our neighbors’ private property when parking your car on streets near Hill. The

Austin Police Department will continue to write citations for those parking illegally around Hill. Please
remember to use crosswalks at all times and leave your dogs at home (they are not permitted on campus).



SAFETY COMES FIRST

[PARENT--PLEASE READ THESE IMPORTANT RULES|

EARLY PICK-UP DURING THE DAY:

If possible, send a note to your child’s teacher indicating the time you will be picking up your child. An
explanation of the reason for leaving is essential for attendance purposes.

When you arrive at school, report directly to the office to officially sign your child out. Be sure
to bring your driver’s license with you.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP:

Please use the front circle drive car line for drop-off or pick-up. Safety Patrol members and
staff members are available to help your child with the car door and to safely reach the
building.

Remember, school begins at 7:35 AM with morning assembly in the cafeteria. Please be sure
your child is on time to school.

School is dismissed at 3:00 PM. The front doors of the school will be unlocked at 3:00 PM to
allow parents to come in to meet their children in the gym for pick-up. When picking up
students in the front circle drive, older siblings should sit in the waiting area with youngest
sibling to facilitate pick-up. Safety Patrol and staff members are on duty until 3:15 PM. After
that time, students will be escorted into the building for safety, and parents must pick them up
in the school office.

TRAFFIC PATTERNS AT HILL:

Parents are asked to use the front circle drive at all times. The rear drive is for BUSES only.
When exiting the front circle drive, TURN RIGHT ONLY on to Tallwood Drive. Following
this procedure will help with the traffic flow around school.

Also, there is no left turn allowed into the front drive from Tallwood Drive during drop-off and
pick-up time, as well as no left turn from Cima Serena onto Tallwood Drive. Please approach
Tallwood Drive from the East to make a right onto Tallwood Drive, then a right into the front
drive.

Parents may park in the designated visitor spaces in the front circle drive. ALL other campus
parking (not marked “visitor”) is designated for staff. Note that parking on Robbie Drive is
extremely limited, and there is no parking on Amy Circle between the hours of 8:00 AM and
4:00 PM each day. ‘“No Parking” signs will be strictly enforced by the Austin Police



Department. Please be respectful of our neighbors by not blocking driveways, mailboxes, or
garbage cans on pick-up days.

When parking at Hill, ALWAY'S use the designated crosswalks.
Please follow these simple guidelines to guarantee the safety of everyone.

WALKING SCHOOL BUS

Parents may avoid the car line by dropping their students off in the parking lot at Hillcrest
Church. Hill PE teachers will greet them there and provide activities for the children until it is
time to walk together as a group from there to Hill.

WALKING TO AND FROM SCHOOL

Our goal is for all children to reach school and home safely every day. Talk with your children
about the following safety rules/tips to keep in mind while walking to and from school:

Always walk with a friend or parent

Never talk to strangers

Walk away quickly if anyone you do not know approaches you

Tell your parent or teacher of any problems while walking to and from school

FIRE/DISASTER:

Hill plans frequent fire and disaster evacuation drills. Should parents be in the building when a
drill begins, please exit the building immediately and remain in a safe area until the all clear is
sounded.



Dear Hill Parent

Please be respectful of the neighbors surrounding our awesome Hill school. Please

do NOT

- PARK IN AREAS DESIGNATED “NO STANDING OR PARKING”
- Park in their driveways

- Park in the wrong direction

- Park in front of their mailboxes

- Leave trash in their yards

- Park within 30” of STOP signs

Thank you for being considerate of our wonderful neighbors!

Beth Newton
Principal, Hill Elementary School



